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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Zawyeh Gallery presents a new body of work by
Palestinian artist Mohammed Johaq, exploring loss,
resilience, and reconstruction through the language
of collage.

Zawyeh Gallery is pleased to present Houselessness, a new exhibition by Palestinian
artist Mohammed Joha, in which collage becomes both a medium and a metaphor - an
architecture of rupture and reassembly. Using fragments of fabric, paper, cardboard,
and plastic, Joha constructs layered compositions that evoke shattered environments
and fractured lives. His works embody both destruction and endurance, testifying to the
persistence of life within erasure.

Born in Gaza, Joha has lived in Europe for over two decades, yet Gaza remains central
to his art and existence. His family and friends are still there, many of whom were
recently martyred. His own home, along with over 500 paintings, lies beneath the
rubble. The act of stitching together recycled materials - including torn pieces of his
own clothing - becomes a gesture of reconstruction, a way to process loss both
personal and collective, within a reality continuously marked by violence and
displacement.

Joha draws an important distinction between Houselessness and homelessness. “We
are without houses, not without a home. Our homeland is Palestine,” he states. His works
reflect this condition - the precarious rebuilding of lives on unstable ground with ever
fewer materials.

Visible seams and tears convey fragility and urgency, while muted greys in works such
as Houseless 05 and Houseless 06 suggest polluted skies and the psychic weight of
occupation. Yet amidst these dark surfaces, glimpses of vivid colour - cobalt blue,
canary yellow, pink, purple, green - emerge alongside fragments of lace, tartan, and
decorative patterns. These details act as ruptures of memory, recalling domestic life
and moments of beauty that endure even through devastation.

While rooted in Gaza, Joha'’s work speaks universally. His collage practice resonates
with diasporic traditions of survival and adaptation, transforming fragments into
structures of dignity and care. In Houselessness, the language of collapse becomes a



site of reconstruction - a quiet act of resistance affirming that, even amid destruction,
life continues.
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